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Disrupting the continuum of violence against women and girls in Europe: Women’s 

organisations call for “revolution, not reform”. 

 

20 years loud and united. Today in Brussels, the European Women’s Lobby (EWL) organises an international conference and 

demonstration gathering more than 350 experts, professionals, decision-makers, women’s rights defenders, and activists from all over 

Europe.  

These events, are to mark 20 years of action by the EWL’s Observatory on Violence Against Women and Girls, a unique network 

that has played a key role in advising the EWL about the reality of violence against women in the European Union (EU) and fuelling 

EWL’s advocacy messages and demands.  

The Observatory was created in 1997 to monitor the commitments made by the EU member states after the Beijing Conference on 

women’s rights in 1995. As a political body, EWL’s Observatory ensures that Violence Against Women and Girls is high on the political 

agenda and that decision-makers are accountable for their commitments. It was thanks to its Observatory, that the EWL issued the 

first European data on domestic violence in 1999. 

“We are far from a Europe where all women and girls can live a life free from violence. 1 in 3 women is a victim of male violence in her 

lifetime. 50 women die every day in Europe. A man rapes a woman every 8 minutes. Women and girls are trapped in prostitution markets, 

are victims of female genital mutilation, and face street harassment every day. All forms of Violence Against Women and Girls have the 

same goal: to silence women, maintain them in a subordinate place, and to maintain hierarchical roles between women and men”, 

explains Edith Schratzberger-Vecsei, EWL President.  

 

Real change, not just a reform. 20 years since the Observatory was established, EWL members are welcome the European 

Commission’s 2017 “EU Year of focused action to end Violence Against Women and Girls It is important that the European Union 

stands ready to accede to the Istanbul Convention:  the 2011 Council of Europe Convention that is the first legally binding treaty in 

Europe that criminalises different forms of violence against women and domestic violence.  

 

“While we acknowledge this progress, we today challenge Europe to ratify, implement and invest in the Istanbul Convention, while 

recognising and drawing upon the expertise of women’s organisations. Violence against women and girls happens every day, everywhere. 

It is a European issue, which requires a European answer.  And this answer cannot be just a reform, it needs to bring real change”, says 

Iliana Balabanova-Stoicheva, EWL Vice-President. 

 

This is why today’s EWL event invites representatives of the different European institutions to present how they commit to address 

male violence directly and mainstream the issue and its impact across all European policy areas. 

 Ms Monika Ladmanova, Gender Equality Advisor to Věra Jourová, EU Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender 

Equality  

 Ms Revault d'Allonnes-Bonnefoy, MEP, France, LIBE Committee  

 Ms Corazza Bildt, MEP, Sweden, FEMM Committee  

 Ms Antonella Gatt, Chair of the Social Questions Working Party (Social Policy), Maltese Presidency of the EU  

 Mr Rait Kuuse Deputy Secretary General on Social Policy, Ministry of Social Protection, Estonia  

 Ms Marja Ruotanen, Council of Europe Director of Human Dignity and Equality 

 

 

Women’s organisations at the core of change. For the EWL, a 25-year-old organisation which brings together the women’s 

organisations from all over Europe, these outcomes would not have happened without the work of women’s organisations and the 

courage of victims and survivors to speak out and break the silence around Violence Against Women and Girls.  

The power of women’s organisations supporting survivors and campaigning for change is visible through the interventions of several 

activists who present impactful initiatives, such as the instrumental everyday support work provided by sexual violence centres or 

women’s houses, innovative artistic projects raising awareness on sexual exploitation, or women’s tribunal bringing the voices of 

women and girls in the public sphere. 

“It is not true that we don’t speak out. Reality is that our voices are not heard and not valued equally. This is why violence against women 

is a political issue. Only the ones who want to maintain inequalities and gender injustice have something to loose when male violence is 

abolished and mentalities are shifted”, says Fiona Broadfoot, survivor of the sex trade and founder of the survivor-led project Build A 

Girl in the UK. 



Tribute to resilience, strength and solidarity, with feminist icon Gloria Steinem. Globally recognised feminist activist Gloria 

Steinem is joining EWL event and demonstration. Together with 350 participants from across the EU and Belgian women’s 

organisations, she is marching the streets of Brussels to demand real action and real change. This moment of solidarity sends an 

important signal to the European Union about the commitment of women’s organisation to continue to advocate for a Europe free 

form all forms of male violence against women and girls. 

“More than poverty, natural resources, religion or degree of democracy, violence against females is the most reliable predictor of whether 

a nation will be violent within itself or will use violence against another country — and gender violence has become so great that for the 

first time, there are now fewer females on earth than males”, says Gloria Steinem. 

 “Violence against women and girls is not accidental, it is structural. It depends on all of us. Let us continue to disrupt the silence and the 

indifference! And let’s always think of the last girl, if we really want to end male violence and bring gender justice”, Edith Schratzberger-

Vecsei says, while demonstrators raise their hand and share slogans and songs under the motto Loud & United. 

 

The European Women’s Lobby (EWL) is the largest umbrella of women’s associations in the European Union (EU), working to promote 

women’s rights and equality between women and men. EWL membership extends to organisations in all 28 EU member states and the 

three candidate countries, as well as to 20 European-wide bodies, representing a total of more than 2000 organisations. For a feminist 

Europe. www.womenlobby.org @EuropeanWomen  

 

Follow via social media #LoudUnited  

Organised together with Belgian women’s organisations Vrouwenraad, Conseil des femmes francophones de Belgique and la March 

Mondiale des Femmes. 

 

For more information, interviews, background or visual materials, please contact:  

Elvira Buijink, EWL Communication and Media Officer buijink@womenlobby.org +32 496 86 48 26+32 2 210 04 40  

 

EWL political demands: 

- The recognition, by the EU and its Member States, of all forms of male violence against women as part of a continuum of 

violence against women because they are women; 

- The ratification and implementation of the Istanbul Convention by the EU and all EU member states; 

- An EU strategy and directive criminalising all forms of male violence against women and girls, and providing assistance 

and support to all women and girls victims; 

- An EU coordinator to end violence against women and girls, within the umbrella of the European Commission’s work on 

equality between women and men; 

- Systematic consultation of and sustainable funding for women’s organisations providing support to women and girls 

victims, and developing advocacy and awareness raising campaigns, at EU, national and local levels 

 

Extra resources:  

1. NEW! Factsheet Disrupting the continuum of violence against women and girls. http://www.womenlobby.org/Disrupting-

the-continuum-of-violence-against-women-and-girls 

2. EWL Observatory on Violence against Women http://www.womenlobby.org/-ewl-observatory-on-violence-?lang=en and 

2016 factsheet on Violence against Women in Europe http://www.womenlobby.org/IMG/pdf/ewl_factsheet_on_vaw_2016-

final.pdf?4440/91f0a080d64657d23185662e37057600aaee7cf5  

3. Petition to the Council of EU Justice Ministers together with WeMove https://act.wemove.eu/campaigns/365  
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